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"The Association of Veterinarians for Animal Rights is opposed to cosmetic surgeries and to those performed to correct
'vices.' Declawing generally is unacceptable because the suffering and disfigurement it causes is not offset by any benefits

to the cat. Declawing is done strictly to provide convenience for people. The Association of Veterinarians for Animal
Rights

One highly regarded veterinary textbook by Turner and Bateson on

the biology of cat behavior concludes a short section on scratching behavior with the following statement: "The
operative removal of the claws, as is sometimes practiced to protect furniture and curtains, is an act of abuse and should
be forbidden by

law in all, not just a few countries.”

Excerpted from The Cat Who Cried For Help, Dodman N, Bantam Books, New York

Words such as deform, disfigure, disjoint, and dismember all apply to this surgery. Partial digital amputation is so horrible
that it has been employed for torture of prisoners of war, and in veterinary medicine, the clinical procedure serves as mod-
el of severe pain for testing the efficacy of analgesic drugs.

Declawing robs a cat of an integral means of movement and defense. Because they cannot defend themselves adequate-
ly against attacks by other animals, declawed cats who are allowed outdoors may be at increased risk of injury or death.
Scratching is a natural instinct for cats and declawing causes a significant degree of privation with respect to satisfying the
instinctive impulses to climb, chase, exercise, and to mark territory by scratching. Cats simply enjoy scratching. The sensi-
ble and humane solution to undesirable scratching is to modify the cat's conduct by making changes in the environment
and direct the cat’s natural scratching behavior to an appropriate area (e.g., scratching post) rather than surgically altering
the cat, thereby causing the animal pain, merely to fit the owner's lifestyle, aesthetics, or convenience.

The fact that many cats recover from the hideous experience of declawing without untoward effects, and even though they
may not hold grudges, that doesn't seem sufficient justification for putting a family member through such a repugnant ex-
perience. In short, a declawed cat is a maimed, mutilated cat, and no excuse can justify the operation. Your cat should
trust you, and depend upon you for protection. Don't betray that trust by declawing your cat.



